
 Read Across America is an annual reading motivation and awareness program that calls for every child in every
community to celebrate reading on March 2nd, which is also the birthday of renowned children's author Dr. Seuss.
The initiative was founded by the National Education Association (NEA) in 1998 with the goal of promoting literacy
and encouraging children to develop a love for reading. To commemorate Read Across America, the Partnership
joined in the celebration by creating Read Across Alamance. As part of the event, staff members visited NC Pre-K
classrooms and shared the book "I'm Not Just a Scribble" by Diane Alber. This heartwarming tale follows Scribble
who discovers his uniqueness when encountering his first drawing. Despite feeling excluded for being different,
Scribble teaches the drawings the importance of embracing one another's differences and fostering acceptance.
Thirty NC Pre-K classrooms, spanning across ABSS, Head Start and private sites, enthusiastically participated in the
Read Across Alamance event. Our staff had an enriching experience connecting with the students and imparting a
story that resonated with themes of kindness and inclusivity. The students delighted in a creative activity where they
crafted their own unique scribbles, fostering a sense of individuality and expression.
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From the Desk of the Executive
Director, Cass Wolfe

All the best

Cass 

In the enclosed pages you can see some of the wonderful programming that occurred at theIn the enclosed pages you can see some of the wonderful programming that occurred at the
Partnership over the past three months. We made a national literacy event local by hosting ReadPartnership over the past three months. We made a national literacy event local by hosting Read
Across Alamance where we read a book in each of our NC Pre-K classrooms. We also continue to useAcross Alamance where we read a book in each of our NC Pre-K classrooms. We also continue to use
our Outdoor Learning Environment to the max by hosting Nature Explorers field trips for youngour Outdoor Learning Environment to the max by hosting Nature Explorers field trips for young
explorers and parent-child playgroups with our Kaleidoscope curriculum. We also of course continueexplorers and parent-child playgroups with our Kaleidoscope curriculum. We also of course continue
to sign families up for the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. Also in this edition, your wait is over toto sign families up for the Dolly Parton Imagination Library. Also in this edition, your wait is over to
learn Michelle’s literacy pick for this quarter. Go to page 8 to learn all about learn Michelle’s literacy pick for this quarter. Go to page 8 to learn all about I Don’t Want to Be a FrogI Don’t Want to Be a Frog,,
by Dev Petty. It is a delightful tale of a young frog finding his place in the world.by Dev Petty. It is a delightful tale of a young frog finding his place in the world.

Like the frog, navigating the world is something we do our entire lives. And right now, those of us whoLike the frog, navigating the world is something we do our entire lives. And right now, those of us who
care about early childhood are navigating some very unsettling times as North Carolina’s Early Carecare about early childhood are navigating some very unsettling times as North Carolina’s Early Care
and Education programs face the end of grant funding that served to stabilize the child care marketand Education programs face the end of grant funding that served to stabilize the child care market
through the pandemic.through the pandemic.    These very important funds will be eliminated on June 30th in North Carolina,These very important funds will be eliminated on June 30th in North Carolina,
and without them, many centers and family child care homes will be faced with the question ofand without them, many centers and family child care homes will be faced with the question of
whether, and for how long, they can afford to keep their doors open.whether, and for how long, they can afford to keep their doors open.    You see, the child care marketYou see, the child care market
has never been stable and rocky finances are a way of life. But this has all gotten worse as the cost ofhas never been stable and rocky finances are a way of life. But this has all gotten worse as the cost of
care rises, centers close classrooms, educators leave the profession to work in big box stores forcare rises, centers close classrooms, educators leave the profession to work in big box stores for
more money and less stress, etc. etc. A recent survey commissioned by the NC Child Care Resourcemore money and less stress, etc. etc. A recent survey commissioned by the NC Child Care Resource
and Referral Council found that fully 29% of licensed centers and family child care homes will likelyand Referral Council found that fully 29% of licensed centers and family child care homes will likely
close their doors over a period of months following June 30th. NC could see over 91,000 child careclose their doors over a period of months following June 30th. NC could see over 91,000 child care
spaces evaporate. It is beyond time to SOUND THE ALARM.spaces evaporate. It is beyond time to SOUND THE ALARM.    
Recently, Partnership staff and community members welcomed Congresswoman Valerie Foushee toRecently, Partnership staff and community members welcomed Congresswoman Valerie Foushee to
our offices to talk about the child care crisis. With her extensive experience and communityour offices to talk about the child care crisis. With her extensive experience and community
engagement, the Congresswoman is well aware of the problems in child care and has worked withengagement, the Congresswoman is well aware of the problems in child care and has worked with
her colleagues to seek solutions. The Partnership will continue to advocate with policy makers andher colleagues to seek solutions. The Partnership will continue to advocate with policy makers and
community members to beat the clock and find solutions before we lose child care not only incommunity members to beat the clock and find solutions before we lose child care not only in
Alamance County, but across the state of North Carolina!Alamance County, but across the state of North Carolina!

Greetings and Happy Spring!



Outdoor Learning
Enviornment

The OLE is open 7 days a week and free for the whole community to use.

Monika Marszalek Early Childhood Specialist/Outdoor Learning 
Email mmarszalek@alamancechildren.org

Early spring is an exciting time in the garden. The
dormant soil is awakening, and insects and

organisms are becoming active again. Spring bulbs
are showing their colors. April is a great time to

begin planting seeds in the garden. Gardening with
preschoolers not only engages them in hands-on

learning but also begins to build positive
experiences with healthy food. If they grow it, meet
the farmer who grew it, or help prepare it, they are
more likely to eat it. Gardens, farm field trips, and
cooking with young children are strategies to build

positive relationships with fresh, healthy, local food.

The Nature Explorers program is ongoing and this month we focused on learning about frogs and toads.
The children got the opportunity to explore frog eggs and understand the differences between frogs and

toads. Next month, we will be discussing the life cycle of plants and planting in our garden. If
interested, please follow the Eventbrite link to sign up!

https://www.eventbrite.com/myevent?eid=663859741357 

“Over in the Garden” by Jennifer Ward
 This vibrantly illustrated book takes
us on a counting and rhyming
adventure in the garden. 

We are thrilled to announce our
partnership with the NC State Extension
Master Gardner program. The Master
Gardener team has generously provided
their expertise to seven child care
centers, assisting them in developing
personalized planting plans for their
respective sites.Additionally, the team
has been on-site to guide the planting
process and offer ongoing support. 
Their presence has proven to be a
valuable resource for child care providers
and has fostered a love of nature in the
children they work with.

From a bug’s eye view, 
we learn alliteration and
action verbs as we buzz 
with the bees, slither 
with the snails, and glow
 with the fireflies. In the back,
there is a section of fun and
educational facts about each
insect.

mailto:mmarszalek@alamancechildren.org


ALAMANCE COUNTY PROVIDERS ONLY
April 18 – Naturalizing Your Outdoor Space
April 23 – Be Active w/Infants & Toddlers
April 23 – Understanding and Intervening in
Bullying Behavior
May 16 – Teaching Children How to Take Risks
and Create Adventures Outdoors
May 21 – Be Active Kids: Preschool
May 29 – ITS SIDS
June 27 – Promoting Child Development and
Growth in Natural Outdoor Spaces

Quality Child Care

Alamance Partnership for Children offers
Professional Development at no cost. You can find

our trainings on the Child Care Services
Professional Development Calendar

(www.childcareservices.org). If you want FUN in
LEARNING, join the Quality Child Care Team for the

following Upcoming Professional Development.

Angela Lowery Taylor, Child Care Services Manager alowery-taylor@alamancechildren.org
Lisa Rettie, Early Childhood Specialist lrettie@alamancechildren.org

Lisa Rettie, Early Childhood Specialist, has
developed a new and fun professional

development training called “Hoop it Up!”. This
make and take session teaches Early Childhood

providers how to make their own hoops for
their child care programs. They also have

hands-on experiences teaching each other new
games to incorporate into the learning

environment as children strengthen their gross
motor skills. At the first workshop, the

participants had a good time as they helped
each other make hoops and play games that
they can use in their classrooms. Lisa will be
presenting this training again in the 2024-25
fiscal year, so be sure to keep checking the
professional development calendar on the
Child Care Services Association website at

www.childcareservices.org.

Do you want to increase interactions with children,
build their vocabulary, but most of all create a
lasting bond with the children in your classroom? If
you answered yes, Language Environment Analysis
(LENA) is the program for you. 
Kiara Moss a Preschool teacher at Children’s
Cottage Learning Academy is teaching the children
in her classroom how to make healthy eating
choices. They are learning about different fruits,
textures, colors, and shapes all during their LENA
Day of recording. Kiara helped the children add new
words to their vocabulary such as: Parfait, yogurt,
granola, and the types of fruits. This was a fun
experience, and the end result was the best. The
children were able to eat what they made.

http://www.childcareservices.org/
http://www.childcareservices.org/


NC Pre-K is enrolled at 97% for the current school year.

We are now accepting applications for the 2024-2025 school year and have already
received over 250 applications!

We are also in the process of selecting sites to host NC Pre-K classrooms for the 2024-
2026 term. Applications were due in early March and the Alamance NC Pre-K
committee is undergoing a process to determine which sites will be awarded
classrooms. Announcements will be made before the end of the school year.

Speaking of the end of the year, NC Pre-K classrooms are coming to the end of another
productive learning year for 490 four-year-olds across Alamance County. Children
learned so much over the 10-month program. Below are some great examples of
children learning both cognitive and social skills.

NC Pre-K

Janay Powell NC PreK Manager jpowell@alamancechildren.org
Carina Hoover NC PreK Family Support Specialist choover@alamancechildren.org

Children in Ms. Davern’s NC Pre K class at
Newlin Elementary sharpening their fine

motor, literacy and math skills.



Parents As Teachers

All children's needs are unique and all deserve the best possible start in life. Your child was born ready to learn.

Benefits of our FREE Parents as Teachers
program:

· We are a no cost family program serving
Alamance County families throughout

pregnancy until the age of 5. 
· We support parents increasing their

knowledge of their child’s development.
· We connect parents with other families,

resources in our community, and free
activities for their children.

· We help parents understand their children’s
learning process to be ready for  Pre-K and

kindergarten.
 

Sandra Vanover PAT Manager svanover@alamancechildren.org
Lakisha Rodgers PAT Educator lrodgers@alamancechildren.org

Induberit Rosa PAT Educator irosa@alamancechildren.org

ENROLLMENT IS OPEN

FUN FAMILY SPRING ACTIVITIES:
· Blow bubbles outdoors.
· Play hide-and-seek outdoors.
· Paint a birdhouse together to create a
birdfeeder. 
· Play catch at the park.
· Plant flowers together.
· Go for a hike at the park or to a nature
trail.
· Paint nature rocks together.

UPCOMING PAT GROUP CONNECTIONS:
April 13th– Day of the Child– Celebrating our
Alamance County children and their families
with interactive fun activities dedicated to our
little ones.
April TBD– Planting Flower Seeds - Families
and children will enjoy a learning experience of
planting flower seeds to take home and watch
them grow.
May TBD– Celebrating mom with Yoga–
Celebrating our PAT enrolled moms with a
special day of family yoga outdoors with their  
children.
 



The Incredible Years classes are designed for parents
and caregivers of children ages 3-12. We provide weekly

classes, led by trained Incredible Years Facilitators.
Topics include monitoring your child(ren), positive

discipline, and boosting your child’s confidence. 

Incredible Years

Di'Quasia Champ Incredible Years Coordinator dchamp@alamancechildren.org

Our next  session of Incredible Years classes will begin in September.
Please contact Di’Quasia Champ for enrollment information.

On Friday, April 5, we joined the movement and wore
blue to show our commitment to nurturing more

positive childhoods by building supportive
communities and environments that strengthen all

families! #WearBlueDay2024 #NC 💙 

Kids First License Plate
The North Carolina Children’s Trust Fund (NC CTF) is the only source

of state dollars dedicated solely to child abuse and neglect prevention
efforts. NC CTF awards grants to local child abuse prevention agencies

and programs that build strong families and communities.  Scan the
QR code below to purchase this license plate and support NC CTF.



Literacy

Register your child for free books!
Registration is easy:

  *Visit:  www.AlamanceChildren.org
  *Call:  336.513.0063

  *Email:  mhowe@AlamanceChildren.org
  *Scan:  QR Code for registration form

Registration Link

Sign up for free book for your child birth to five.

Celebrating Dolly’s birthday with
cupcakes and free books!

In a story filled with whimsy, a frog yearns to shed his slimy skin and
become anything but a frog. He ponders the idea of being a cat, a rabbit,

or even an owl. But when a hungry wolf, who despises eating frogs,
appears, the frog realizes that being himself isn't so bad after all.

Through hilarious dialogue between the spirited young frog and his wise
father, this tale delivers a clever message that young children will enjoy,

as they laugh at the frog's determined yet lovable attempts to prove
himself right.

After reading together, ask your child what animal they would like to be!

Michelle Howe, Early Literacy Specialist mhowe@alamancechildren.org

Michelle’s Spring Pick

https://www.smartstart.org/dolly-partons-imagination-library/


Kaleidoscope Play and Learn
Kaleidoscope Play & Learn (KPL) is a free weekly
facilitated parent and child playgroup offered to
caregivers with children birth to five years old.
Playgroups offer caregivers a space to connect

with one another and build community.

Weekly Playgroups!
 During each session, parents and children

read books and complete activities that
focus on the topic for the month.

Kaleidoscope Plan and Learn playgroups occur twice
a week. Tuesday’s classes are held at community

locations and interested families can check our
calendar here to find the next playgroup. On

Wednesdays, we are at the Partnership’s Outdoor
Learning Environment. Preregistration is needed for

this popular location!  EventBrite. 

Di'Quasia Champ  KPL Coordinator dchamp@alamancechildren.org

Spring Curriculum:
April- Nature
May- Health Awareness
June- Language

Children enjoy both free play
and coordinated group

activities during our
playgroups.

http://www.alamancechildren.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/kaleidoscope-play-and-learn-playgroup-tickets-663542532577?aff=ebdssbdestsearch


STAFF SPOTLIGHT

If you have an event you would like us to attend, please contact Michelle Howe at
mhowe@alamancechildren.org or 336.513.0063

Staff members celebrating work  
anniversaries this quarter are:

Sandra Vanover 8 years- January
Katie Tang 1 year- March

Rushonda Thomas 1 year- March

ABSS Kindergarten FairFamily University at
Cummings High School

Partnership Staff are
available at DSS the first
Thursday of each month.

Partnership Staff Out In the Community

The Partnership recently received a
grant from the United Way to help

families with basic needs. Our family
store opened in February 2024. To date

we have assisted 30 families.



Community Awareness

Local Food Pantries
Grace and Peace Tabernacle

Contact Information
600 East Washington Street

Mebane, NC - 27302
Phone: 919-563-0873

The Healing Station
Contact Information
802 Chapel Hill Rd

Burlington , NC - 27215
Phone: (336) 350-9045

More people are eligible for
Medicaid beginning December 1st.

See if you qualify!

There are many community events coming
up and you will find the Partnership there!



Lakisha Rodgers, Parents as Teachers Educator
lrodgers@alamancechildren.org

Induberit Rosa, Parents as Teachers Educator
irosa@alamancechildren.org

Carina Hoover, NC Pre-K Family Specialist
choover@alamancechildren.org

Monika Marszalek, Early Childhood Specialist, OLE
mmarszalek@alamancechildren.org

Lisa Rettie, Early Childhood Specialist
lrettie@alamancechildren.org

Di'Quasia Champ, IY and Kaleidoscope Coordinator
dchamp@alamancechildren.org

Michelle Howe, Literacy and Outreach Specialist
mhowe@alamancechildren.org

Our Staff

Cass Wolfe, Executive Director
cwolfe@alamancechildren.org

Doug Gentry, Accounting Director
dgentry@alamancechildren.org

Rushonda Thomas, Program Director
rthomas@alamancechildren.org

Katie Tang, Executive Assistant/Office Manager
ktang@alamancechildren.org

Janay Powell, NC Pre-K Manager
jpowell@alamancechildren.org

Angela Lowery-Taylor, Child Care Services
Manager
alowery-taylor@alamancechildren.org

Sandra Vanover, Parents as Teachers Manager
svanover@alamancechildren.org

Contact us:

*Chair - Logan Sharpe - Fisher Wealth Management
*Vice Chair–   Allen Johnson-Labcorp

*Secretary - Susana Goldman - Alamance County Libraries
*Past Board Chair - Nikki Ratliff - Burlington Housing Authority

*At Large, David Ealy - Hawfields Presbyterian Church
Dr. Robin Finberg - Alamance-Burlington School System

Craig Turner - County Commissioner
Seneca Rogers - ABSS School Board Member

Brandi Covington - Regional Consolidated Services
Candice Gobble - Alamance County Department of Social Service 

Reagan Gural - Alamance County Chamber of Commerce
Kim Hargrave - Bright Starz Learning Center

 Patricia Jones - Patty Cakes Child Care Center

Board of Directors

Alamance Partnership for Children
2322 River Rd.

Burlington, NC 27217
336.513.0063

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082769294647
https://www.instagram.com/alamancepartnershipforchildren/
https://twitter.com/APC_Partnership
http://www.alamancechildren.org/

